
Knowledge of litter in benthic estuarine habitats is relatively minimal as these areas are typically difficult to survey.
However it is estimated that 70% of all marine debris is eventually deposited in benthic habitats, suggesting that a large
portion of litter goes unnoticed by the wider community. Understanding litter in these habitats requires effective
methods for surveying benthic environments. OceanWatch Australia has worked to determine the suitability of four
survey methods, and develop a strategic framework to tackle benthic debris. 
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Want to know more?



OceanWatch trialed and reviewed four benthic
survey methods to determine effectiveness
across several criteria and habitats. Whilst each
method offers advantages, there are clear
distinctions that make certain methods more
effective in estuarine ecosystems.
The usefulness of these four methodologies will
depend on the capacity and capability of the
organisation and/or individual undertaking the  
 surveys. Detailed recommendations can be found
via the QR code below. 
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